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		Today’s Takeaway

		
	Canfor to close Jackson, Alabama mill, expand Fulton facility

	
		
			The Tree Frog Forestry News


			April 10, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Today's Takeaway				

					

	

	[image: ]Canfor announced a restructuring plan to optimize its operations in southern Alabama. In related news: Canfor’s new mill plan for Houston, BC may be delayed; Peak Renewables’ Alabama pellet plant nears commissioning; Origin Materials launches wood-based alternative; and a Washington bill spurs Rake Force’s biochar business. Meanwhile: A new study released by the BC Council of Forest Industries confirms BC’s forestry industry is a vital part of the province’s economy.

In other news: mass timber reaches new heights in Ontario, Vancouver and Seattle; ENGOs in the National Observer pan FPAC’s Forestry for the Future campaign; and Greenpeace says IKEA is sourcing wood from old-growth forests in Romania. Meanwhile: Quebec is on a wildfire fighter hiring blitz; Wawanesa announces wildfire grants; Purdue University hosts forest researchers’ workshop; Ontario’s professional foresters are set to meet; and the Biomass Power Association has a new name.

Finally, for the balance of the week, the Frogs will be reporting live from the COFI conference floor. Follow us here or see you there!

Kelly McCloskey, Tree Frog Editor
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	Tenth consecutive heat record confounds climate scientists

	
		
			The Tree Frog Forestry News


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Today's Takeaway				

					

	

	[image: ]The 10th consecutive monthly heat record has climate scientist hoping its an El Niño-related hangover. In related news: EU court gives mixed ruling on member-nations’ climate obligations; and climate changes hurts-and-helps pine beetle reproduction. In Forestry news: West Fraser permanently ceases use of glyphosate; BC and Namgis First Nation discuss new forestry agreement; Oregon ENGOs debate barred owl kill proposal; and Swedish researchers use chemical composition to identify illegal timber. 

In other news: the Wolastoqey Nation has its say in court on New Brunswick title claim; West Fraser and Lake Babine Nation agree to consolidate forest tenure; Australia looks to expand wood energy as ENGO’s denounce similar efforts in Canada and the US; and the latest financial updates on Enviva and International Paper.

Finally, a sold-out BC Council of Forest Industries conference kicks off tomorrow evening in Vancouver… with the Tree Frog editors in tow! Hope to see you there.

Kelly McCloskey, Tree Frog Editor
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		Special Feature

		
	Economic Impact Study Affirms Forest Industry Vital To BC’s Economy

	
		
			BC Council of Forest Industries


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]VANCOUVER – A new economic impact study released by the BC Council of Forest Industries (COFI) confirms BC’s forestry industry is a vital part of the province’s economy, generating billions in wages and government revenues, sustaining about 49 thousand direct forestry jobs and contributing $17.4 billion in GDP in 2022. “This Study demonstrates that the BC forest industry is one of the main drivers of BC’s economic base, providing outsized benefits to living standards and government revenue by generating employment, value-added activity, and exports,” said Kurt Niquidet, Chief Economist. …“The industry has been challenged by rapidly changing market conditions, high costs, natural disturbances like fire and insects, and the impact of new public policies. Timber harvesting on provincial crown land has declined by about 30% since 2021.” To capture the impact of these changes the Study provides projections for 2023 that point to a loss of jobs and other benefits delivered by the sector. “We need to find ways to stabilize fibre supply and build a more predictable and sustainable path forward for the sector”, said Niquidet. Among the key findings… BC’s forest industry:

	Contributes $17.4 billion annually to BC’s GDP
	Sustains close to 100,000 jobs, including 48,725 direct forestry jobs
	Contributes $9.1 billion in wages, salaries and benefits
	Generates $6.6 billion in government revenue
	Sustains one out of every 28 jobs in BC
	Represented 24% of all merchandise exports by value in 2022
	Invested approximately $15.8 billion in construction, machinery, equipment, repairs and maintenance from 2013 – 2023, through local companies & suppliers
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		Business & Politics

		
	Mayor hopes for Canfor update this week

	By Rod Link

		
			Houston Today


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]Mayor Shane Brienen says he expects to learn more about Canfor’s plans to build a sawmill here while attending the 2024 Council of Forest Industries convention this week. The company closed its existing mill here last spring, citing its age and unprofitability, resulting in the loss of hundreds of jobs and ongoing economic uncertainty. Although Canfor announced last fall it would build a new mill to produce higher value lumber, a project that would take between 28 to 32 months, the company has been largely silent since then. But rumours have now been spreading of a delay in demolishing the old sawmill, a necessary step to allow the construction of a new facility. “I have a feeling the teardown is delayed,” said Brienen. But, added Brienen, he has not heard that Canfor is shelving its building plan. Brienen did add that the overall ongoing forest industry situation in B.C. is challenging.
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	One out of every six manufacturing jobs in B.C. from forestry

	By Nelson Bennett

		
			Business in Vancouver


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]Kurt Niquidet


The forest sector in B.C. may have shrunk dramatically over the past 20 years, but it remains an important pillar of the economy, providing one out of every six manufacturing jobs in B.C., according to a study released by COFI, in advance of this week’s COFI conference. The forest sector still supports 49,000 jobs, the study found, and contributes $17 billion annually to B.C’s gross domestic product. …But it’s a sector that has been battered by a declining timber supply, high operating costs, and American softwood lumber duties, all of which have contributed to major sawmill and pulp mill closures in recent years. …“In the short term we are faced with a critical shortage of timber for BC mills. Left unchecked, reduced access to fibre supply will drive further losses in the investment, infrastructure and workforce needed to meet those new opportunities,” said Kurt Niquidet, VP and Chief Economist at COFI.
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	Legislation addressing biochar production allows Toledo-based Rake Force to improve operations

	By Emily Fitzgerald

		
			The Chronicle


			April 10, 2024
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	[image: ]TOLEDO, Washington — Thanks to a bill signed by Gov. Jay Inslee last month, Toledo-based agroforestry and conservation startup Rake Force can now use flame cap kilns to produce biochar. The legislation passed unanimously in both the House and the Senate. “It’s a big win for Rake Force and a big win for conservation efforts throughout the state,” Rake Force co-founder Jake Dailey said. A charcoal-like substance made from organic agricultural and forestry waste that is partially combusted with little to no oxygen, biochar is gaining popularity in agriculture as a soil amendment capable of improving soil health and sequestering carbon. …Rake Force has been making biochar out of cleared biomass on a small scale… but the state Department of Natural Resources did not distinguish flame cap kilns from burn barrels, making it impossible for Rake Force to apply for burn permits for larger production.
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	Canfor to close aging Jackson, Alabama mill, expand nearby Fulton facility

	By Canfor Corporation

		
			Cision Newswire


			April 10, 2024
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	[image: ]ALABAMA — Canfor Corporation announced that it will optimize its footprint in southern Alabama by permanently closing its Jackson facility and expanding production at its Fulton facility with a second shift. These steps, together with the previously announced construction of a new, state-of-the art greenfield sawmill in Axis, will grow the Company’s regional manufacturing platform by 100 million board feet of production capacity and consolidate operations at modern facilities that are well positioned to be competitive for the long-term. …Lee Goodloe, President, Canfor Southern Pine said, “To this end, we are making the difficult decision to close the aging Jackson mill at the end of June, while expanding production at our nearby Fulton facility. …We expect the majority of our [Jackson] employees will have an opportunity at either our expanded operation in Fulton, which will add a second shift, or in Axis once the new facility opens later this year.”
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	Peak Renewables in late stages of commissioning pellet plant in Dothan, Alabama

	By Maria Church

		
			Biomass Magazine


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]Peak Renewables’s flagship pellet plant in Dothan, Alabama—a joint venture with Rex Lumber—is in the late stages of commissioning. With a 150,000 tons-per-year nameplate capacity, the plant will run 100% on dry shavings. Peak Renewables’ unique ownership structure as one of six vertically integrated companies owned by the Brian Fehr Group, as well as its ability to refurbish and relocate equipment from other acquired assets, resulted in an impressive turnaround. Groundbreaking to start-up took just nine months. ….The joint venture with Rex Lumber is both in the company’s ethos of partnering locally and a practicality of today’s market, Woolard says. Rising capital costs, fiber costs, transportation costs—the list goes on to whittle away at the bottom line for pellet producers. …With their Sustainable Biomass Program certification and Europe’s Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification in hand, Dothan’s wood pellets will soon be heading overseas.
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		Finance & Economics

		
	Bank of Canada holds key interest rate at 5%

	By Jenna Benchetrit

		
			CBC News


			April 10, 2024
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	[image: ]The Bank of Canada has held its key interest rate at 5 per cent for the sixth consecutive time since July. The central bank said that, while inflation is still too high, its preferred core inflation measure has eased up in recent months. It will be looking for evidence that this momentum is sustained before moving on rate cuts. Most economists expect the first rate cut to happen during the bank’s next meeting on June 5. Governor Tiff Macklem and deputy governor Carolyn Rogers will hold a news conference at 10:30 a.m. ET explaining the latest announcement.
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	Faulty inflation forecasts hold Bank of Canada back on rate cuts

	By Erik Hertzberg

		
			BNN Bloomberg Economics


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]The Bank of Canada is making progress in its battle against inflation, but Governor Tiff Macklem still has a big reason to be cautious about launching into rate cuts too soon — his credibility’s on the line. The central bank, after enduring one of its toughest trials of the last 50 years, is edging closer to getting inflation back to its two per cent target. Economists are forecasting it will get close by the end this year, without a recession. That would be a major win for the institution — which, like the U.S. Federal Reserve and other central banks, has been scrutinized and criticized for the surge in consumer prices that began in 2021. Lowering rates prematurely, only to see inflation take off again, would be a brutal outcome for a central bank that’s been dragged through the mud by politicians on the left and right.
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	Random Lengths concludes industry consultation, seeks additional input on pair of items

	By Joe Pruski

		
			RISI Fastmarkets


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]Fastmarkets has collected feedback from the industry on pricing methodologies for Random Lengths and Random Lengths International as part of its annual methodology review. …Beginning with the lumber report on June 20, Random Lengths will publish assessed fingerjointed stud prices, delivered Dallas, Texas, for ES-LP, Fir&Larch, and Western S-P-F. …Random Lengths will also make changes to the veneer report beginning on June 21, but will seek additional industry feedback until Friday, May 3. Random Lengths is proposing to eliminate all Douglas Fir 1/8-inch CD items and Douglas Fir AB-Grade. Respondents supported the discontinuation of those items, but favored keeping White Woods 1/6-inch CD in all widths. Random Lengths will publish its final decision for price guide changes to veneer on May 13. …Additionally, Random Lengths will move forward with a European Spruce #2 2×4 assessment, but is extending the feedback period. 
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	Enviva Receives NYSE Notice Regarding Delayed Form 10-K Filing

	
		
			Enviva Inc.


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]BETHESDA, Maryland — Enviva announced that on April 2, 2024, the Company received notice from the New York Stock Exchange that it is not in compliance with Section 802.01E of the NYSE Listed Company Manual due to a delay in filing its Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2023, with the Securities and Exchange Commission. The NYSE Notice has no immediate effect on the listing of the Company’s common stock on the NYSE. Under the NYSE’s rules, the Company will have six months from April 1, 2024 to file the Form 10-K with the SEC. …If the Company fails to file the Form 10-K within the six-month period, the NYSE may, in its sole discretion, grant an extension of up to six additional months for the Company to regain compliance.
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	M5 at Main Alley: A 25-storey mass timber tower prototype

	By Grant Cameron

		
			The Journal of Commerce


			April 10, 2024
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	[image: ]VANCOUVER, BC —  M5, a 25-storey, mass timber rental housing tower, one of the tallest in the world, will be the first residential building constructed at Main Alley, a tech campus in the Mount Pleasant area of Vancouver. The structure will be a net-zero lifecycle carbon tower. …The project, proposed by Westbank Corp. and Henriquez Partners Architects, was given the green light recently by Vancouver City Council. It will be 260 feet tall and have 210 rental homes. The panels of the exterior wall assembly will resemble the scales of a pine cone. The intention is to make the tower a replicable prototype to help British Columbia achieve a significant reduction in lifecycle carbon emissions, while addressing the crisis of affordable housing. “It is an open-source prototype for mass timber,” says Henriquez. This is a hybrid mass timber project which is almost 67 per cent timber.”



	
		Read More
		

		



	Mass timber construction reaching new heights

	
		
			Northern Ontario Business


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]Ontario’s forest products industry is welcoming the government’s move to allow mass timber buildings to reach greater heights. The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing said it will be amending Ontario’s Building Code in the coming months to permit for construction of these buildings to be upsized from its current 12 storeys to 18. Steven Street, the executive director of WoodWorks Ontario, a wood construction advocacy group,, applauded the decision taken by Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. “Increasing the height of mass timber construction up to 18 storeys will enable low-carbon, advanced wood construction solutions to have a greater role in achieving our housing targets,” Street said in an emailed statement. …Ontario first permitted the use of wood-framed buildings in 2015 in allowing construction, initially, of up to six storeys.



	
		Read More
		

		



	Mass timber is creating office environments worth rooting for

	
		
			Think Wood


			April 9, 2024
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	Design teams are using mass timber to differentiate their office projects. Watch Think Wood’s newest video to hear industry leaders from DLR Group, Hines, Kevin Daly Architects, and Arup discuss how mass timber is reshaping modern office construction by leveraging the environmental and sustainable benefits and the aesthetic appeal of the building material itself. Not to mention the impact mass timber can have on employee well-being and productivity! “The successful use of carbon-neutral materials like mass timber in the built environment is challenging the whole industry to think differently about what materials we’re using and how this helps inform the spaces we’re designing,” said Danielle Anderson, Senior Associate and Senior Interior Designer, DLR Group
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	Seattle’s Skyline Set to Go Green: Mass Timber Emerges as Affordable High-Rise Construction Solution

	By Weber Thompson

		
			Archinect


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]SEATTLE, WA – Building a hybrid mass timber high-rise is now nearly as cost-effective as building a comparable concrete tower. This could be great news for both the environment and renters in the Seattle area. A new study co-authored by PCL Construction, DCI Engineers, and Weber Thompson examines the decreasing costs of mass timber construction and its potential to expand residential space in densely populated urban regions. Intermediate high-rise towers (180 feet or shorter) are often under-built in urban areas due to an unfortunate intersection of construction cost and code requirements. Even if the zoning allows, many developers forgo developing high-rise residential projects that are under 200 feet due to the cost of concrete construction at this scale. Mass timber construction provides an alternative that can be cost-competitive or more economical under the right circumstances – paving the way for the construction of more buildings in the intermediate tower height zone, and potentially increasing housing density.
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	The forestry industry is spending big to hype its green cred. The truth is not that simple

	By Marc Fawcett-Atkinson

		
			National Observer


			April 10, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Forestry				

						
				Region: Canada
		

	

	[image: ]For weeks, slick earthy green and pastel orange ads touting the climate benefits of Canada’s logging have flooded millions of Facebook and Instagram feeds. Posted by a group called “Forestry for the Future,” the ads click through to a slick website promoting the industry as a way to sequester carbon and reduce wildfire risk. The website suggests that “Canadian forestry is supporting a more sustainable future” from “zero-waste to net-zero,” language typically used by environmental organizations. But in fact, the site is one plank of a campaign by Canada’s largest forestry lobby group — the Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC) — to fight growing concerns about its impact on climate change and wildfires. In the past week alone, the group has spent over $36,782 on Facebook and Instagram ads targeted at Canadians, according to the platforms’ parent company Meta. Since the campaign started in June 2019, the group has spent over $500,000 on ads on the platforms. [A National Observer subscription may be required for full access to this article]
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	Wawanesa Insurance Announces Wildfire Prevention Grant Recipients

	By The Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company

		
			Globe Newswire


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]WINNIPEG, Manitoba — The Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company today announced the 12 recipients of their second annual Community Wildfire Prevention Grants, which were developed in partnership with FireSmart Canada and the Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction (ICLR). Wawanesa will award $150,000 to communities this year. …This year’s grant recipients are from communities across Canada, including Indigenous communities, rural municipalities, towns, residents’ associations, and local fire departments. The grants will go toward a range of wildfire prevention activities, such as creating wildfire buffer zones around homes, home assessments with sprinkler kit incentives, public education, community wildfire protection plans, and more. For a complete list of recipient communities and their projects, please visit the Wildfire Prevention website here. …The Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction is also pleased to have again been asked to work with Wawanesa on this important initiative.
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	Thompson Rivers University Wildfire reflects urgent need to adap and mitigate effects of wildfires

	By Brett Fairbairn, president & vice-chancellor, Thompson Rivers University
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			April 10, 2024
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	[image: ]David Eby


Wildfire preparedness, from basic training to postdoctoral research, is coming to Kamloops thanks to a new partnership between Thompson Rivers University and the B.C. Wildfire Service. Last week, B.C. Premier David Eby and Minister of Forests Bruce Ralston announced a broad, collaborative effort with TRU to address the unprecedented impact of wildfire on our communities. Specifically, TRU and the BCWS are establishing a unique partnership to develop new research, education, training, and innovation opportunities in addressing wildfires and their impacts on communities. This B.C. Wildfire training and education centre will be the first of its kind in North America and is a flagship action stemming from recommendations from the premier’s Task Force on Emergencies. …The key to all of this is the concept of research-informed training. Research and innovation will continuously inform the learning curriculum, keeping it up to date and ensuring B.C. remains a world leader in managing emergencies and fighting fires.
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	Kelowna town hall event targets forestry sector practices

	By Colin Dacre
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	[image: ]KELOWNA, BC — A community town hall on the “future of our forests” is planned for UBC Okanagan. Planned by the Interior Watershed Taskforce, which includes the Peachland Watershed Protection Alliance, the event will bring together a panel of speakers. “It’s more important than ever to learn about the measures we can take to safeguard our forests,” says event organizers. “The B.C. community needs informing. Trees can no longer be seen as only dimensional lumber profits.” Prince George-Mackenzie MLA Mike Morris will serve as keynote speaker. He has been critical in recent years of the impacts of clearcutting on the ecosystem. …The town hall will take place Saturday, April 13 at UBC Okanagan in the arts and sciences centre.
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	Media’s role a balancing act as Northwest Territories’ next fire season looms

	By Harry Miller

		
			Canada News Media


			April 8, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Forestry				

						
				Region: Canada, Canada West
		

	

	[image: ]Rebecca Alty


YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. —As wildfire season approaches and Yellowknife’s the review of last year’s evacuation continues. The majority of Yellowknife’s media was not present in the city after the evacuation order was issued last August. Most left with the general public. To some, the media’s responsibility is to be present and document the major events of climate change firsthand — but only with proper gear and training. To others, little is to be gained from being present and the more likely scenario is the media using up precious resources. Rebecca Alty, Yellowknife’s mayor, said that is a tough balancing act. She said the media does have an important role, but with last year’s evacuation reaching international news outlets, there would need to be limits. Alty said journalists with proper safety training would make the situation safer, but there’s still a limited amount of food and medical care available under an evacuation order.
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	Sask. wildfire prep starting early, but no new firefighters being hired

	By Aishwarya Dudha

		
			CBC News


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]Steve Roberts


Preparations for wildfire season are starting two weeks earlier than usual in Saskatchewan this year. However, Saskatchewan is bringing in the same number of seasonal firefighters as last year, unlike other western provinces like Alberta and B.C., which are adding more. Below-average precipitation, continuing drought conditions and predictions of high temperatures mean many areas in the province are at higher risk of grass fires, Saskatchewan Public Safety Agency (SPSA) president Marlo Pritchard said at a news conference Monday. Ground crews will be ready to respond as early as next week and air crews began training on Monday, Pritchard said. …Saskatchewan will have 220 Type 1 firefighters and 410 Type 2 firefighters this summer, according to the SPSA. …”We are expecting a season that will be average or above average,” Steve Roberts, vice president of operations at SPSA, said at the news conference.
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	Wildfire recruits partake in training near Hinton

	By Laura Krause

		
			CityNews Everywhere


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]As Alberta prepares for another threatening wildfire season, new firefighter recruits are in the field extinguishing staged fires as they prepare for real-life scenarios on the job. More than 40 new firefighters finishing up their week-long training to become a wildland firefighter were flying into a staged fire situation outside of Hinton where they put their skills and knowledge to the test. …“It’s critical to make sure these new staff can work safely in a fire environment. We don’t know how fast and furious fires are going to show up this spring, but these folks need to be prepared to work safely and effectively on  their first wildfire,” explained Nicole Galambos, the director of the Hinton Training Centre. …Despite the recent snow and rain, Alberta Wildfire is gearing up for another challenging season due to drought-like conditions across most of the province. …Alberta wildfire will have more than 500 new firefighters trained by mid-May.
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	Foresters to get ‘fired up’ in Sault Ste. Marie

	By Jeffrey Ougler

		
			North Bay Nugget


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]Addressing current climate “challenges,” embracing innovation,and fostering “excellence” in landscape management, will be prime themes when Ontario foresters meet in Sault Ste. Marie later this month. ‘Forestry…Fired Up!’ is the theme of the Ontario Professional Foresters Association (OPFA) conference and annual general meeting April 16-18 at the Water Tower Inn. Prof. Alexis Achim, of Laval University, will deliver the keynote address, Don’t Give Up on (Canadian) Forests, and the conference agenda will be a mix of presentations, panel discussion, field tours and networking opportunities. Both in-person and virtual attendance options are available. The conference agenda reflects a “broad spectrum” of interests, from the transformative role of AI and drone technology in forest management to exploring new economic opportunities in wood use and addressing the “vital” task of engaging and welcoming the next generation into a profession in forestry, a release says.
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	Hiring blitz at Quebec’s fire protection agency as fears over early and intense wildfire season grow

	By Pierre-Alexandre Bolduc

		
			CBC News


			April 10, 2024
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	[image: ]The images of millions of hectares of burned forest, thousands of people being evacuated and the smoke from Quebec fires reaching as far south as New York City brings back bad memories for Quebec’s forest fire prevention agency and communities across Quebec. “We’re going to be worried all summer,” says Guy Lafrenière, mayor of Lebel-sur-Quévillon, Que., a town located 800 kilometres north of Montreal. Lafrenière says he’s hoping for a rainy summer but fears a repeat of last year’s hot, dry weather, which forced his residents to evacuate twice. The Société de protection des forêts contre le feu (SOPFEU) is hoping to expand its ranks this year to be better prepared across Quebec by hiring 160 people including 80 firefighters in the next two years — increasing its staff by 32 per cent. A permanent SOPFEU base of operations with 14 firefighters will also be set up over the next few weeks in Lebel-sur-Quévillon.
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	New report ‘braids’ Indigenous and Western knowledge for forest adaptation strategies against climate change

	By James Urton

		
			University of Washington


			April 10, 2024
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	[image: ]A report by a team of 40 experts outlines a new approach to forest stewardship that “braids together” Indigenous knowledge and Western science to conserve and restore more resilient forestlands. The report provides foundational material to inform future work on climate-smart adaptive management practices for USDA Forest Service land managers. “Our forests are in grave danger in the face of climate change,” said Cristina Eisenberg, an associate dean of forestry at Oregon State University. “By braiding together Indigenous knowledge with Western science, we can view the problems with what is known as ‘Two-Eyed Seeing’ ”. Eisenberg co-led the report team with Susan Prichard, a fire ecologist at the University of Washington. …Other members of the core leadership team are Paul Hessburg, a senior research ecologist with the Forest Service’s Pacific Northwest Research Station, and Michael Paul Nelson, a professor and director of the Center for the Future of Forests and Society at OSU.
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	Loss of local wood manufacturing will affect you

	Letter by Tom Perry, Missoula

		
			The Missoulian


			April 9, 2024
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	[image: ]There is an even larger impact on our local economy beyond the significant loss of direct and indirect jobs from the impending closure of Pyramid Mountain Lumber. The mill directly affects the flow of revenue to our community’s education system and local infrastructure. State Trust lands are managed to return revenue to the school trust to fund our public school system. Forest products have been the backbone of state trust land revenue for generations. Without a mill to sell logs to, the state will not be able to generate revenue from managing forests. ….In the short term it will mean less money for public education. …Without mills, and a strong network of foresters and logging contractors this money is off the table. …There are two likely outcomes … either taxes will go up, or the funding available for education and road maintenance will go down.
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	I was a wildfire fighter for six years. The reason they’re quitting is simple.

	By Christopher Benz, writer, past firefighter

		
			The Washington Post


			April 8, 2024
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	[image: ]…In wildfires, safety depends on your co-workers. There’s luck and there’s the strength to resist stupidity, but often you rely on the experience level of the person beside you. The U.S. Forest Service is losing experience. Federal firefighters are quitting. Leadership is leaving. Recruitment is abysmal. The reason is simple: The government hasn’t significantly raised pay in decades. Thirty years ago, a fire job could afford you a modest home. The value proposition was fair — work a year’s worth of hours in one summer and come away with a year’s pay. But wages have barely gone up since then. …Lately, longer fire seasons subject firefighters to weeks of eight-hour days in spring and fall. No overtime, no hazard pay — missing family, and usually, still on call 24 hours a day. …As firefighters quit, it guts crews of experience, leadership and tradition. The firefighters who remain will be less safe. So will homes. [Full access to this story requires a Washington Post subscription]



	
		Read More
		

		



	University of Cincinnati wraps up long-term study of Ohio forest damaged by tornado

	By Michael Miller

		
			University of Cincinnati


			April 9, 2024
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A long-term study at the University of Cincinnati has documented the rise of invasive species in a forest devastated by a tornado 25 years ago. The EF-4 tornado on April 9, 1999, carried wind speeds of more than 200 miles per hour through suburbs north of Cincinnati. …And it devastated a good part of the 64 acres Harris Benedict Nature Preserve and deciduous forest that UC oversees. …Since the storm, biologists in UC’s College of Arts and Sciences have documented the forest’s recovery in four detailed botanical surveys. Their findings are shedding light on how major disturbances can have lasting and unexpected consequences for biodiversity, lead author and UC Professor Theresa Culley said.The study found that forests have the capacity to regenerate after a major disturbance but often with fewer native species and more nonnative, invasive ones. …Researchers also found large stands of Callery pear trees, a tree introduced by horticulture that has spread to many wild forests.
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	Scientists from dozens of countries coming to Purdue for forestry collaboration in Science-i Bridging Worlds Workshop

	By Lindsey Berebitsky

		
			Purdue University


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Forestry				

						
				Region: United States, US East
		

	

	[image: ]WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — In the summer of 2023, the skies throughout the Upper Midwest were hidden behind a blanket of smoke. …The gray haze had come all the way from forest fires in Canada. Jingjing Liang, an associate professor in the Department of Forestry and Natural Resources, said that the whole world feels the impacts of deforestation and forest degradation in different ways. “The forest ecosystem is a global commodity. We share their risks and benefits, so everybody is responsible for protecting the forests.” In the spirit of building a community to manage and protect the world’s forests, Liang and his colleagues in Science-i created the Global Big Ideas Competition and the Bridging Worlds Workshop. The workshop will be held at Purdue on May 6-7, with an optional reception May 5. Anyone is welcome to attend the free event and can register online by April 12.



	
		Read More
		

		



	Veteran campaigner in Australia Institute advert against logging in mooted Great Koala National Park

	By Declan Bowring

		
			ABC News Australia


			April 10, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Forestry				

						
				Region: International
		

	

	[image: ]Loggers are “ripping to pieces” forests earmarked to become the Great Koala National Park, according to businessman and former head of the Australian Conservation Foundation Geoff Cousins. Mr Cousins is calling on the state government to stop allowing logging in native forests as part of a fresh push to establish the boundaries of a koala conservation area on the Mid North Coast, which was a state Labor election promise. The Australia Institute has taken out full page adverts in newspapers featuring the signatures of dozens of luminaries, including Mr Cousins, former Reserve Bank head Bernie Fraser and former Liberal leader John Hewson. The adverts push for the end of all logging in public native forests and koala habitat. The state government has committed $80 million over four years to establishing the national park, which includes stakeholder consultation with local industry and communities.
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	IKEA sourcing wood from old-growth Romanian forests, Greenpeace report says

	By Radu Dumitrescu

		
			Romania-Insider


			April 10, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Forestry				

						
				Region: International
		

	

	[image: ]ROMANIA — An investigation published by environmental NGO Greenpeace claims to show that furniture manufacturers producing for IKEA are sourcing wood from some of Europe’s last remaining old-growth forests in the Romanian Carpathians, including in Natura 2000 protected areas. Seven manufacturers producing IKEA’s products are linked to the destruction of high-conservation value forests, according to the investigation. …At least 30 different products from these suppliers were reportedly found in IKEA stores in 13 countries: Austria, Belgium, Czechia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Israel, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland, and the UK. …The non-profit also mentions that just 2.4% of the Romanian Carpathian forests are currently protected against logging. …In an official response to Euronews Romania, IKEA confirmed that it works with the mentioned companies and that the only requirement it imposes is for the wood to be either recycled or approved by the Forest Stewardship Council.



	
		Read More
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	Canada should avoid the mistakes the U.K. made in biomass for energy

	By Bertie Harrison-Broninski & Richard Robertson

		
			Policy Options


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: Canada, International
		

	

	[image: ]Two years ago, BBC journalists visited Canada to investigate the wood pellet industry. Their findings, broadcast in the documentary Drax: The Green Energy Scandal exposed, sent shockwaves through climate politics in the UK. …In February 2024, the BBC published a follow-up story. …Drax did not dispute these findings or that it is still sourcing wood from old-growth forests, but it claimed to be undertaking work to stop sourcing wood from official “old-growth priority deferral areas.” …However, it is primarily up to Canadian authorities, not foreign nations, to investigate and regulate the country’s biomass industry. British authorities do not have the resources to effectively monitor biomass sourcing in foreign countries, as the National Audit Office has made clear. …Source countries such as Canada profit from industrial logging, leading to concerns about conflicts of interest with regulatory enforcement. …Canada’s problems go beyond one company. Current logging practices risk  ecosystem collapse.
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	Introducing The American Biomass Energy Association

	By Carrie Annand, Executive Director, American Biomass Energy Association

		
			Biomass Magazine


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: United States
		

	

	[image: ]Carrie Annand


The Biomass Power Association has changed its name to the American Biomass Energy Association. We also unveiled an updated version of our longtime logo featuring a leaf and a lightning bolt—images that we feel well convey that we are turning low-value wood and ag byproducts into renewable, reliable and responsible energy.  Although we have a new name and a new and improved logo, very little else is changing. ABEA still has its dedicated team, including Bob Cleaves, Markus Videnieks and myself. We continue to do everything we can to build awareness about U.S.-based biomass energy and the benefits our members bring to their communities and to the nation. The rebranding is the result of a project we undertook with a Washington, D.C.-based public relations firm, Seven Letter, to understand how Americans feel about biomass.
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	Origin Materials Converts Wood Residue Feedstock into Sustainable Intermediates at Commercial-Scale Plant

	By Origin Materials

		
			Business Wire


			April 3, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: United States, US West
		

	

	[image: ]WEST SACRAMENTO, California — Origin Materials announced the successful conversion of wood residue feedstock into sustainable intermediates at Origin 1, its first commercial-scale plant. …John Bissell, Co-CEO said, “This marks an evolution from the corn starch-based production we have employed since commencement in October of last year. We are using locally sourced, Forest Stewardship Council controlled wood residues produced by a sawmill as a byproduct of lumber and wood flooring production. From that… we produced our sustainable intermediates, which can be used to make a wide variety of products that normally would be made from petroleum. Products like apparel and textiles, plastics, tires and automotive components, fuels, and high-performance polymers.” …“We look forward to continued progress in scaling our biomass conversion technology in support of our mission to enable the world’s transition to sustainable materials.”
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	Researchers develop better way to make painkiller from trees

	By Chris Hubbuch, University of Wisconsin-Madison

		
			Phys.Org


			April 8, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: United States, US East
		

	

	[image: ]Scientists at the University of Wisconsin–Madison have developed a cost-effective and environmentally sustainable way to make a popular pain reliever and other valuable products from plants instead of petroleum. Building on a previously patented method for producing paracetamol—the active ingredient in Tylenol—the discovery promises a greener path to one of the world’s most widely used medicines and other chemicals. More importantly, it could provide new revenue streams to make cellulosic biofuels—derived from non-food plant fibers—cost competitive with fossil fuels, the primary driver of climate change. …Paracetamol, also known as acetaminophen, is one of the most widely used pharmaceuticals, with a global market value of about $130 million a year. …the drug has traditionally been made from derivatives of coal tar or petroleum. …The paracetamol molecule is made of a six-carbon benzene ring with two chemical groups attached. Poplar trees produce a similar compound called p-hydroxybenzoate (pHB) in lignin…



	
		Read More
		

		



	Trouble in the wood basket: How a global push for renewable energy took advantage of rural Mississippi

	By Alex Rozier

		
			Mississippi Today


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: United States, US East
		

	

	[image: ]When Georgia Pacific closed its paper mill in 2008, it gutted the local Gloster economy. …In the last decade, towns like Gloster turned to what they saw as a new hope: the emerging wood pellet industry. While the industry is now grappling with a variety of environmental objections, the state and local governments have invested millions of dollars in wood pellets, through tax exemptions and other incentives, in an attempt to stem rural disinvestment. In 2022, the world’s largest wood pellet producer came to another Mississippi town, Lucedale, 160 miles east of Gloster. The town was in a similar economic predicament. …Enviva, was bringing one of the largest new wood pellet operations in the world to Lucedale. …But in the process, the wood pellet industry has turned parts of rural Mississippi into venues for a climate and public health debate that’s traversing the globe. 
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	What if global emissions went down instead of up?

	By Pilita Clark

		
			The Financial Times


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: International
		

	

	[image: ]Some time in the near future… global emissions of planet-warming greenhouse gases might finally stop rising and head into long-term decline. …Once it does, some analysts think the politics, psychology and even the financing of climate action could shift profoundly. …I have to say this thought did not occur to me in November, when research emerged showing that there is a 70% chance that global emissions will start falling in 2024. …Economist Nat Keohane, a former Obama White House adviser who is now president of the Center for Climate and Energy Solutions think-tank… is remarkably bullish about the impact of a decline. “I think that would be an extraordinarily powerful political and psychological moment,” he told me. …A global peak in emissions will be a big turning point, but not nearly enough to contain warming now hitting levels never recorded before. Years of steep and prolonged falls will be needed after that. 
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	Scottish ban on wood burning stoves in new builds takes effect

	By Andrew Learmonth

		
			The Scotland Herald


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: International
		

	

	[image: ]The Scottish Government has confirmed that wood burning stoves can still be installed in new houses but only “to provide emergency heating, where a need can be justified.” Changes to the building standards – the regulations governing the requirements for all building in Scotland – came in last week, forbidding the use of ‘direct emission heating systems.’ Effectively, that means that new houses and conversions are not allowed to use gas or oil boilers, or any form of bioenergy where electricity or heat is generated from organic matter such as wood. Instead, housebuilders are expected to use what are known as ‘zero DEH’ systems such as heat pumps, solar thermal storage systems or electric storage heaters. …A Scottish Government spokesperson said: “Heating our homes and buildings represents about a fifth of Scotland’s carbon emissions so tackling the climate emergency requires us to address these emissions.
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	Green fuel option lies in trees

	By Richard Rennie

		
			Farmers Weekly New Zealand


			April 9, 2024

		

		

							
					Category: Carbon, Climate & Bioenergy				

						
				Region: International
		

	

	[image: ]By mid-2026 forest-sourced wood pellets are due to start flowing from a new project in Bay of Plenty that brings the promise of a clean energy source and value-added timber opportunity. Australian listed company Foresta has gone public about its move to build a torrefied black wood pellet plant at Kawerau, alongside a plant to extract high value chemicals from pine timber. Managing director Ray Mountfort said the plant will initially produce 65,000 tonnes of pellets a year, supplying South Island energy resource company Tailored Energy & Resources. The company supplies industrial customers with boiler and heating fuels… Black or torrefied wood pellets are wooden pellets heated to 200-300degC without oxygen and have proven to be a successful “drop in” fuel to replace coal. …Brian Cox, chair of Bioenergy Association of NZ, welcomed the arrival of a company capable of “closing the loop” and processing lower grade pine into a higher value product.

Additional coverage in Rotorua Daily Post: Kawerau plant: Plans to build $300m, fossil-free fuel plant employing 100
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        Week At A Glance

			
	
	Tenth consecutive heat record confounds climate scientists


			Tuesday, April 9, 2024
				
			The 10th consecutive monthly heat record has climate scientist hoping its an El Niño-related hangover. In related news: EU court gives mixed ruling on member-nations’ climate obligations; and climate changes … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	Crews battle large fire at Acorn lumber mill in Delta, BC


			Monday, April 8, 2024
				
			A fire at Delta’s Acorn sawmill was extinguished on the weekend [Acorn was purchased by San Group in 2022]. In other Business news: Na̲nwak̲olas Council, Western Forest Products signed an … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	New Brunswick Indigenous title claim called ‘an attack on industry’


			Friday, April 5, 2024
				
			In court, Acadian Timber calls the landmark Indigenous title claim in New Brunswick ‘an attack on industry”. In other Business news: Kruger temporarily suspends production at Corner Brook Pulp and … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	Canada’s wildfires blamed for rise in global loss of tree cover


			Thursday, April 4, 2024
				
			Canada’s 2023 wildfire season is blamed for the increase in global tree cover loss (outside the tropics). In related news: tropical forest loss declined 9% in 2023; Garry Merkel defends … → Read More

		

		
	
	
	West Fraser assumes solo reign of Cariboo Pulp Mill


			Wednesday, April 3, 2024
				
			West Fraser and Mercer announced the dissolution of their joint venture in the Cariboo Pulp and Paper. In related news: JD Irving was in court for the landmark New Brunswick … → Read More

		

		





			[image: ]

Planning for the Future of BC’s Forest Economy, By Alice Palmer, Truck LoggerBC Magazine

Sluggish start to US markets may delay product price recovery, By Kevin Mason, Managing Director, ERA Forest Products Research

BC’s Land Act mess creates opportunity to figure out tough questions on DRIPA (Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act), By David Elstone, Managing Director, The Spar Tree Group

Forestry is key to growing a resilient bioeconomy in B.C., By Linda Coady, Council of Forest Industries & Stéphane Renou, FPInnovations, Business in Vancouver

It’s been a sluggish start to 2024 and the Middle East conflict is bringing more challenges, By Kevin Mason, Managing Director, ERA Forest Products Research
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