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The Carbon Accounting Team (CAT) at the Pacific 
Forestry Centre (PFC) is key in this regard having 
developed a suite of models and tools that are at 
the forefront of forest carbon science. Ben Hudson 
is a member PFC’s CAT in Victoria where he and his 
colleagues work to improve the models and predictions 
of forest carbon. Hudson’s specific role involves carbon 
modelling to estimate forest carbon dynamics and GHG 
emissions associated with forests and forestry related 
activities. 

Although Hudson worked for several years in the field 
of forest carbon science at PFC, he is new to his role 
with the team working on the National Inventory Report 
(NIR). “My priority,” explained Hudson, “is getting up 
to speed with current modelling procedures, guidelines 
and recommendations set by the UNFCCC and the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change”.  

Growing up in Roberts Creek, a small community on 
the Sunshine Coast, separated from the mainland 
by a ferry, Hudson was surrounded by people with a 
deep connection to forests, either through recreation, 
spirituality or employment with the local pulp and paper 
mill. “I believe that growing up here influenced my 
interest in pursuing a career in the natural sciences, and 
ultimately in the field of forestry.” 

His own keen interest in the outdoors and love of hiking 
and camping were the beginning of a connection to 
the forest and a driving force that lead Hudson to the 
University of Victoria where he completed a B.Sc. in 
Earth Sciences and Geography. With these credentials, 
Hudson became a Registered Professional Geoscientist 
and worked in the field of aggregate (sand and gravel) 
resources for many years. “My work took me to just 
about every nook and cranny of BC”, Hudson reflected, 
“but it was ultimately the career opportunities and the 
west coast life style that influenced my decision to settle 
in Victoria.” 

Hudson eventually decided to pursue grad school 
and completed a Masters in Resource Management 
at Simon Fraser University. “My graduate studies 
at the SFU School of Resource and Environmental 
Management drove home the complexity of the ‘wicked’ 
problem of climate change and how important it is 
to connect physical science to social and economic 
research”, Hudson explained. Forest carbon dynamics 
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A core mandate of the Canadian Forest Service is to 

conduct scientific research on Canada’s forests. One 

unique and increasingly important area of research—given 

Canada’s commitment to the Paris Agreement (United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC))—involves modeling and predicting forest 

ecosystem carbon stocks and the role that Canada’s forests 

play in the carbon cycle to reduce emissions and increase 

climate resilience. 



  

and GHG emissions are a difficult concept for non-scientists like 
policy analysts or the general public to understand. Hudson takes 
pleasure in preparing maps, charts and presentations that make 
the research results meaningful to end users. “It’s challenging, but I 
find it fun and satisfying!”, Hudson said. 

The NIR is prepared on an annual basis and includes continuous 
review and updating of an improvement plan to ensure that 
the model science, data and techniques are the best available. 
Hudson says, “if the NIR delivery schedule is met, while advancing 
the improvement plan, then our program can be considered 
successful”.  

Hudson plans to continue his role at PFC, where he finds the 
work environment to be supportive and inspirational. From a 
personal perspective, he hopes this research “will contribute to 
the improvement of status quo forest management and to the 
implementation of new forest management techniques that improve 
forest resilience and contribute to reduced GHG emissions”. 
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The Pacific Forestry Centre (PFC) is one of five research centres within the Canadian Forest Service. 

Carbon accounting

https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/climate-change/impacts-adaptations/climate-change-impacts-forests/carbon-
accounting/13087


